Bruce N. Shortt

17415 Moreton Lane

Spring, Texas 77379

May 2, 2007

To the 2007 Resolutions Committee: 


I’m taking this opportunity to write for several reasons. First, I do want you to know that Dr. Baucham and I am grateful for this process that allows any Southern Baptist to address significant issues. We are also grateful for your willingness to serve. I know that your committee duties add to what are undoubtedly already very full schedules. Finally, I am writing to provide some information regarding Dr. Baucham’s and my resolution in the hope that it will assist the Committee’s deliberations, and we ask that you take the time to read through this letter so that our resolution will be seen in its proper light.

The Baucham/Shortt Resolution Urges Support for Dr. Page’s Call for More Southern Baptist Christian Schools and for Education Evangelism


We believe that Dr. Page’s call for more SBC churches to create Christian schools that children can attend regardless of financial means is biblically sound and will prove to be, if supported by the Convention, the most important evangelism initiative of the last 100 years. 


As is discussed further below, it is no secret that we are losing a generation of children and that our churches have a very large percentage of unregenerate members. In fact, Dr. Welch’s high-profile “Anyone Can!” campaign challenging Southern Baptists to step up evangelism notwithstanding, baptisms in Southern Baptist Convention churches declined in 2006 for the sixth time in seven years, reaching the lowest total in 14 years.

Despite Dr. Welch’s strenuous efforts, the 364,826 baptisms for 2006 represent just a little more than a third of the goal of 1 million annual baptisms set by Dr. Welch. Moreover, not only did baptisms fall short of Dr. Welch’s goal, but the total for 2006 represents 7,024 fewer baptisms in 2006 than 2005, nearly a 2 percent decline. This drop means that 2006 had the lowest number of baptisms since 1993.

As you may know, the SBC's high-water mark for baptisms was in 1972, when the SBC had 445,725 baptisms with a much smaller church base than we currently have.  Life Way’s President, Thom Rainer, notes that the baptism totals "once again show that we are not doing an effective job stepping up to the task of sharing the gospel with a lost and dying world." In addition, Dr. Rainer has noted that SBC's baptism statistics have not improved since 1979 and are essentially unchanged since the 1950s. Dr. Rainer’s conclusion is that "An honest evaluation of the data leads us to but one conclusion, the conservative resurgence has not resulted in a more evangelistic denomination."  


Why are baptismal numbers declining and why do we have, as Dr. Rainer has also pointed out, so many unregenerate members in our churches? The central reason is that Southern Baptists, and Christians generally, have neglected the disciplining and teaching mandates contained in the Great Commission with respect to our children. We have been disciplining our children in a government institution whose policies, curricula, and teacher training programs are almost entirely controlled by the teachers’ unions and the postmodern left. In essence, we have delegated the main responsibility for training up our children to an institution that denies Christ and inculcates a non-Christian worldview. If we are to be honest about it, why should we expect different results from those we have been getting when the main educational influence in the lives of the overwhelming majority of our children is a Christ denying government institution.

The key to understanding the problem the decline in our families, churches and culture is to recognize that for generations now the vast majority of us has been entrusting the education of our children to an institution from which God has been banished and that year by year becomes more and more aggressively and explicitly anti-Christian. Unfortunately, much of our evangelism is in fact directed at recovering adults that we lost as children through our disobedience in education. Moreover, as pointed out above, Dr. Rainer’s research indicates that we have reached the point at which half of the members of our churches may not be regenerate.

The Conservative Resurgence restored sound theology to the SBC and rescued the convention from the liberal leadership that subsequently migrated to the CBF and other outposts of theological liberalism. Nevertheless, it is no secret that the SBC has faltered in building the Kingdom. Dr. Page’s prayer that more churches start Christian schools addresses the problem at the very heart of the decline in American Christianity. This is why Dr. Page’s recommendation is so important and the Baucham/Shortt resolution deserves the full support of the messengers at the 2007 Annual Meeting. 

All Public Schools, By Law, Are Anti-Christian

First, it is important to distinguish between individuals and institutions. There is still a sizable remnant of Christian adults employed by the public schools. Many of them pray for their students and a few, though they risk being disciplined or fired, furtively try to witness. But this certainly does not mean that institutionally any public school system is, as some try to argue, “sympathetic to Christianity.” In fact, expressing nontrivial institutional “sympathy” for Christianity, let alone teaching from a Christian worldview, is absolutely prohibited by a complex web of court rulings, legislation, and regulations that apply to every single school and every single school employee subject to the laws of the United States. This is the hostile institutional environment in which Christian adults in the schools are forced to work. And, unfortunately, when you put good people in a bad system, the system almost always wins, which is the reason the public school system continues to deteriorate.

“Sympathy”, or the lack of sympathy, however, is simply not the relevant standard for judging whether a school is a suitable place to train up a Christian child. Christ tells us clearly that “He who is not with Me is against Me, and he who does not gather with Me scatters abroad.” For forty years and more, every public school has been legally prohibited from being for Christ. Unless one chooses to disregard Christ’s teaching, the only conclusion that can honestly be reached is that the entire public school system, by law, is against Christ. As will be seen, this is further confirmed when we look at the evidence of whether the public schools are “gathering” with Christ or “scattering.”

There Is No Neutrality in Education

Often Christians attempt to argue it doesn’t matter that the public school system is not for Christ – that education is somehow religiously “neutral.” Education, however, is never neutral. 

Any Christian who believes that government schools operate on religiously neutral principles is simply deceived. There is no such thing as metaphysical or religious neutrality. If an institution rejects the Bible’s teaching about the nature of God, Man and the universe, then it necessarily accepts, implicitly or explicitly, some other worldview, whether it be the materialist metaphysics of secular humanism, the cosmic humanism of the New Age religions, or something else. Government schools are no exception. 

On a practical level, the net result of nearly sixty years of Supreme Court rulings on the meaning of the Establishment Clause of the First Amendment to the Constitution has not been to create a level playing field for different beliefs, but simply to take all vestiges of Christianity out of government schools. Today, secular humanism, postmodernism, New Age mysticism, and other forms of paganism pervade government schools at all levels. The teachers’ unions, such as the NEA, are openly hostile to Biblical Christianity and its values, and the curricula of schools of education and teachers’ colleges, from which the overwhelming majority of teachers are drawn, are suffused with a mélange of postmodern and other nonchristian worldviews.  Not surprisingly, textbook publishers accommodate the education establishment’s worldview by providing textbooks that conform to the prevailing anti-Christian perspective of the education establishment.

Christians are Falling Short of the Mark in Education

One of the things I find fascinating when talking to many Christians is their inability to reason Biblically when it comes to the subject of education. Let's begin with the term "sin". As you are well aware, in both the Old Testament and the New the word translated as "sin" comes from a term that means to "miss the mark" - as when someone is given a target to aim at and misses it. In context, then, "sin" is failing to meet a standard that God has set for us.

While there is a great deal that could be said on Biblical standards for education, let's stick to the basics. First, Christ tells us that we can't claim to be neutral with respect to him: we are either for Him or against Him; we either gather with Him or scatter abroad [Matthew 12:30]. Education is no exception; God’s instructions are plainly stated. For example, in Ephesians 6:4 we are instructed to raise up our children in the training and instruction of the Lord. Similar instruction is given in Proverbs 22:6. Consider also, for example, Jeremiah 10:2.

 This brings us to the next question. Are a few hours a week of church and “youth groups” sufficient? God’s answer is quite clearly "no". As Deuteronomy 6:6-7 tells us, this training should be going on all of the time. Why? Because, as Proverbs 23:7 points out: "For as a man thinks, so he is..." Our education, in other words, determines more than any other single factor how we think. Christ makes this point forcefully in Luke 6:40: "A student is not greater than his teacher, and when he is fully trained, he will be like his teacher." 

Thus, when we give our children over to a public school system that is legally prohibited from being for Christ, we have made an anti-Christian institution our child's teacher. That is missing the mark. But it is not merely a personal failing; it is also a failing that is likely to cause children to stumble as well. All of us who are parents would do well to contemplate both Psalm 127:3 and Matthew 18:6 from time to time. Even worse, if we, as the body of Christ, fail to make educational provision for the less fortunate among us, Christian or otherwise, we are falling far short of the mark. 

Dr. Mohler, June 2005: “We have no reason to believe that next year will not bring even more urgent concerns related to public education.”


Dr. Mohler’s observation in June of 2005 was prescient. Here are just a few examples of how deviance continues to be defined downward in the public schools:

· Federal circuit court judges held in November 2005 in Fields v. Palmdale that "parents have no constitutional right ... to prevent a public school from providing its students with whatever information it wishes to provide, sexual, or otherwise, when and as the school determines that it is appropriate to do so".
· In December 2005 a federal judge, John E. Jones, effectively mandated dogmatic Darwinism as the official “creation story” of the public schools in his decision in Kitzmiller v. Dover Area School District.
· In virtually every school district curricula, policies, programs, and rules are in place that teach children that homosexual behavior is normal and acceptable. In fact, roughly 3,000 middle schools and high schools have homosexual clubs used by homosexual adults as recruiting grounds.

·  In California, legislation sponsored by lesbian Senator Sheila Kuehl (SB 1437) is currently moving through the legislature. The Capitol Resource Institute, a conservative public policy organization, reports that SB 1437 would potentially require gender-neutral bathrooms in all California schools and that all references to “husband” and “wife” or “mom and dad” be removed from school textbooks because such references are discriminatory. Moreover, SB 1437 would prohibit classifying children as “boys” or “girls” based on their sex, but instead a child’s “gender” would be based on what the child “perceives” himself or herself to be. More broadly, SB 1437 injects materials mainstreaming the practices of homosexuals and other “sexual minorities” throughout the k-12 curriculum. Anything that would “privilege” heterosexual marriage would be deemed discriminatory and, therefore, illegal. There are many other insidious aspects of this legislation, and there is no reason to doubt that once it is in place its philosophy will spread outside of California.

· As bad as current public school textbooks are, they are going to get substantially worse across the country. Historically textbook publishers have felt for economic reasons that they must respond to the demands of their largest markets, Texas and California. In the past, the Texas State Board of Education has acted as a counterweight to the wildly liberal education establishment in California. This month, however, the Texas education industry slipped some language into a property tax relief measure that transfers substantial power over curriculum and textbooks away from the elected (and conservative) State Board of Education to unelected bureaucrats and liberal university professors. In other words, the ability of the Texas State Board of Education to act as a counterweight to California has largely been eliminated. This will very adversely affect the content of textbooks and curriculum virtually everywhere.

Dr. Albert Mohler, May 2006: “I Don’t Think God Calls Upon Christian Parents To Put Our Children In The Schools As Guinea Pigs As Salt And Light.”

All too often we attempt to rationalize educating our children in public schools by claiming that their children are “salt and light.” While any layman familiar with what the Bible says about children and education could put this to rest fairly easily, Dr. Mohler made it clear to his listeners in a recent radio broadcast (May 3) that the “salt and light” argument is spurious:

 “I don’t think God calls upon Christian parents to put our children in the schools as guinea pigs as salt and light. I’ll be honest. I just don’t think that at all is the biblical vision.”

Bad Trees Bear Bad Fruit

But even if one is not entirely persuaded by Dr. Mohler, it is still necessary to confront Christ’s demand that we pay attention to facts. In Luke 6:43 and Matthew 7:17-20, and 12:33, Christ tells us that we know a tree by its fruit – good trees bear good fruit; bad trees bear bad fruit.  

So, just what is the fruit of educating our children in public schools? Does that fruit show that those who make the “salt and light” argument are right? What is the fruit of their interpretation of “salt and light” theology? Consider a few of the consequences of our disobedience in the education of our children:

· In 2002 the SBC’s Council on Family Life reported that roughly 88% of our children leave the church within 2 years after graduating from high school. It is reported by LifeWay’s Zan Tyler that Josh McDowell Ministries pegs the number who leave at 92%.

· Barna Research points out that while 86% of teens claim to be Christian and many are involved in church activities, the teens’ professions of Christianity and church attendance are deceiving. When the actual beliefs of our teens were surveyed, Barna research found, for example, that 60% believe salvation can be earned through good works, 53% (including 40% of evangelical teens) believe that Jesus sinned while he was on earth, only 1/3 said they were absolutely committed to Christianity, and only 9% of born again teens believe that there is any such thing as absolute moral truth. Should it be surprising, then, that Barna also finds that, based on survey data, only 4% of teens are actually evangelical Christians?

· Based on many years of worldview testing of evangelical teens, the Nehemiah Institute has found that at most only about 15% of evangelical teens attending public schools clearly reject moral relativism and believe that absolute moral truth exists.

· The results from the largest survey of teen religious attitudes and beliefs, the National Survey of Youth and Religion, have been written up in Soul Searching by the lead researcher, Dr. Christian Smith, a sociologist at the University of North Carolina. Dr. Smith points out that most teens profess whatever religion their parents claim, which, of course, means that the overwhelming majority of teens claim to be Christian. Nevertheless, the research also shows that, whatever they may claim to be, the overwhelming majority of “Christian” teens is absolutely incapable of articulating anything resembling the fundamental tenets of Christianity. According to Dr. Smith: “Many teenagers know abundant details about the lives of favorite musicians and television stars or about what it takes to get into a good college, but most turn out to be not very clear on who Moses and Jesus were.” For example, when asked what God is like, one typical teenager responded: “Um…Good. Powerful.” When asked if there was anything else, she responded: “Tall.” The book uses many examples like these from the study’s teen interviews to illustrate why they concluded that teens are unable to articulate even a simple account of Christianity or whatever else they may profess to believe. In fact, the researchers conclude that the actual “faith” of the vast majority of teens is something that Dr. Smith characterizes as “Moralistic Therapeutic Deism.” This is a creed that conceives of God as something of a “cosmic butler” who exists to get people out of problems and who has, perhaps, one commandment: “Be nice.” The researchers also found that many parents of the teens appear to hold to a similar faith, even though they may profess Christianity. Further, in the appendix to Soul Searching, Dr. Smith points out that his research shows churches and pastors barely register in terms of the forces that shape and influence the beliefs and values of children.

· In light of the foregoing, perhaps it isn’t surprising that Dr. Thom Rainer has estimated that nearly 50% of the members of SBC churches may not be Christians. Obviously, our multigenerational lack of faithfulness in the education of children has created a multigenerational problem in our churches.

While multiple sources point to a catastrophic situation with respect to Christian children in general, what do we find when we examine Christian children who are receiving a Christian education either through Christian schools or homeschooling? 

· The Nehemiah Institute’s worldview testing shows that students in Christian schools reject moral relativism at a rate 500% higher than Christian children attending public schools. The same worldview surveys also show that children receiving a Christian education do better on worldview issues overall than their public school counterparts, with outstanding results typically coming from Christian schools that incorporate worldview materials in their curriculum and homeschooled children. 

· Children attending Christian schools or who are homeschooled demonstrate on average significantly higher levels of academic achievement than their public school counterparts.

· In a recent academic study, homeschooled children were found to be significantly less likely than conventionally schooled children to watch MTV; use drugs; lie to a parent, teacher, or other older person; attempt suicide; drink enough alcohol to be legally drunk; or gamble. Homeschoolers were also significantly less likely to describe themselves as too busy, stressed out, angry with life, confused, or always tired.

· Research by Dr. Brian Ray, founder of NHERI, found that 94% of all homeschooled children retained their faith into adulthood.

While much more detail can be added to these comparisons, it should not be difficult to answer these questions: Which fruit is good fruit? Which tree is the good tree?

Education Evangelism

By recommending to our churches that they develop an exit strategy that explicitly makes an effort to leave no child behind, we would be taking the first step in undertaking the most important domestic evangelistic initiative in the history of the SBC. Such a planning initiative would strengthen and expand our evangelistic efforts in three ways. 

First, evidence shows that when we are obedient in the education of our own children they overwhelmingly accept Christ and retain the faith. Conversely, when we are not obedient in their education, they overwhelmingly don’t. Planning to make it possible for our parents to be obedient in the education of their children is critical for the future well-being of our own children, families, and churches. Or, we can simply continue to ignore our disobedience and lie to ourselves about how “our schools are different” and how “our children are salt and light.”

Second, many parents in our communities outside the church worry about their children’s futures. If we make an effort to provide an affordable Christian educational alternative available, many of them are likely to visit or contact our churches. Being doers of the Word in this critical area will make our churches relevant to those unchurched families. This, too, requires developing plans.

Finally, the decay of our culture has most profoundly affected our inner cities. For example, perhaps as many as ninety percent of black children born in these areas are illegitimate; they are truly fatherless and are often being raised by mothers who are little more than children themselves. By recommending that SBC churches develop exit strategies that explicitly take into account the needs of orphans, single parents, and the disadvantaged we will have begun to build a bridge that can lead to an effort to rescue many of these unfortunate children from the spiritual, moral, and intellectual decay that is destroying their communities. Or, we can continue to do nothing, which is the 21st century equivalent of the hypocrisy criticized in James 2:15.

Even Muslims Recognize the Effectiveness of Christian Education Evangelism

Given the virtual indifference of American evangelicals toward the education of their children, it is ironic that a writer for the Islamic Thought Foundation makes it clear that Muslim clerics in Africa and Asia fear Christian schools.

“In many parts of Africa, Christianity has been spread through the Social Services that Missionaries have rendered to populations. These included schools, hospitals, youth centers, social clubs and the like. The school, especially the primary school, has been most effective in molding the young tender minds. Educational psychologists agree that most permanent impressions are made on the mind while it is still tender and young. We must build primary schools where we must equip the young with all tools of civilization in a Muslim environment.”

The author of an article titled “The Christian Missionary Menace” also seems rather frantic about the success of evangelism through Christian education:

"In Indonesia today the preaching of the gospel goes along with the rendering of highly appreciated service to society through schools, universities, hospitals and orphanages. Church people tell missionaries that quick results should not be expected. Rather the seeds are to be sown now, while harvesting comes after the process of "de- Islamization' (which expresses itself in promoting secular and Western thought) has gone far enough... the effort to create the impression that Muslims in Indonesia are not really Muslims after all, is part of the main strategy that Christians now employ when doing mission among Muslims. Their motto is "After care, comes the evangelism."

In the same article, the author anguishes about the Christian missionary educational onslaught in Sierra Leone and Tanzania: 

“Sierra Leone which has a Muslim majority also faces the Christian missionary onslaught. They are operating through the educational system. Christian missions run the great majority of Primary schools. Samiullali writes: "Christian Missions desire Muslim children to become Christians. This problem is not duly tackled in all humanity and sincerity our younger generation would be led astray and become converted to Christianity throughout the whole country. The whole of the African continent is infested with missionaries aiming to convert Muslims.”

"Modern education was first provided by the Mission Societies who came to Tanzania (then Taganyika). Both the Roman Catholics and Protestants established primary schools, secondary schools and agricultural colleges. It was then necessary for all who wanted to get education in these schools to become Christians. Therefore, many Muslims adopted Christianity to get education.”

In an AL Jazeerah interview, Shiekh Ahmad Al Katani
 and his interviewer lament that 6 million African Muslims a year are converting to Christianity. Are they attributing this “disaster” to a lack of Islamic evangelism rallies, insufficient Muslim contemporary music, or too few Mosques? No, it seems that the main culprit is Christian education and, not surprisingly, they believe an increase in Islamic schools is the antidote:

Shiekh Ahmad Al Katani: Take another issue, the Christians and the missionaries in particular take a child from his infancy to a school, and from the school to an academy or from an academy to college. If the child ever gets ill, then there is a hospital that they have prepared for him where Jesus will heal him. They deal with him from childhood to adulthood so he never leaves Christianity. As for us, all that happens is that a Muslim humanitarian organization provides some aid for a while as a result of some catastrophe, and I know tens of people like this who convert to Islam a result of the aid, but when the need is gone they revert back to Christianity or to paganism; meaning we are not organized…. 

[Responding to a comment]

Shiekh Ahmad Al Katani: My honored sir, you have to build the worshipper before you build the mosque. What should happen is that schools should be built first, which are the primary source of spreading Islam and to protect the Muslim using education not a mosque building. The mosque will come as a secondary stage. This is one of the mistakes that we commit; we are proud of building a mosque for example in Dar Al Salam, but believe me my dear sir, had we used that money to build a school it would have been a lot more beneficial. Build the worshipper before you build the mosque and the prophet – Allah’s prayers and peace be upon him – spent ten years of his ministry without building a mosque, but instead he was preparing men. After the prophet entered the second stage of his ministry he built a mosque…. I say this and I take full responsibility for it; building a school comes before building a mosque. Build the worshiper before you build the mosque. Take for example yourself; you go to the mosque five times a day and if you added all that time it would equal an hour or maybe two hours if you include the Friday prayer. However, if I ask you how long you stayed at school, you will reply that you spent years in middle school and years in high school. Likewise the African goes to the mosque, but if we built him a school where he could spend most of his time, and provided specialized educators we could at least stop this dangerous Christian missionary octopus.” [Emphasis added]
Whom Do We Fear?

A question I am often asked is why is there so much resistance to admitting that we have gone terribly wrong in the education of our children. Dr. Mohler answered this question quite directly during his May 3rd radio broadcast:

 “Right now there’s a sense in which if you do that the pastor is scared to death that it is going to offend the teachers and principals and administrators in the public school system. I’m just going to tell you that’s a risk I think you are going to have to take. A little honesty on all sides would be really, really helpful here.” [Emphasis added] 

In other words, Dr. Mohler is saying that we are failing to be honest on the education question - that we fear man more than we fear God.

The Moran/Shortt resolution is a modest, but necessary, first step. It only follows Dr. Mohler’s advice that our churches need to start planning a different educational future for our children and enlarges upon that advice by asking that the planning take into account the needs of the least fortunate. For churches that accept the Moran/Shortt Resolution’s recommendation to plan, the Moran/Shortt resolution leaves when or whether they implement that plan entirely up to them.

By Planning Even Small and Medium Sized Churches Will Discover that They Can Offer a Christian Alternative to Public Schools

Some have tried to dismiss the creation and support of Christian alternatives to the public schools as “impractical.” There are several things wrong with this perspective. First, we aren’t called to be “practical”; we are called to be obedient. We should not doubt that God will bless efforts to return to a Biblical approach to the education of our children and for planning to make educational provision for the children of the unchurched and the less fortunate. Second, such a position is a clear repudiation of Articles XII and XV of the Baptist Faith & Message.

 Finally, such an attitude assumes that the only available alternative to public schools is the relatively expensive traditional school model. This is simply mistaken. Given our many buildings, the many retirees and others in our churches who are capable of helping in Christian education as a ministry, and today’s technological resources that make it possible for even small and medium sized-churches to provide an effective Christian academic program at a cost far below that of traditional Christian schools, there is simply no reason to fear that churches cannot develop an exit strategy. Moreover, LifeWay, the Southern Baptist Association of Christian Schools, and other SBC agencies and organizations can also play a major role in assisting our churches in planning and in implementing plans.

Who is Going to Evangelize Whom?

Unfortunately, bus tour and private jet evangelism have not proved very effective, even though undertaken with sincerity, enthusiasm, and diligence. We know, on the other hand, that education evangelism succeeds, which distresses Muslims overseas and which is why the NEA, liberals, and secularists in the United States are now so focused on keeping children in a public school system that evangelizes on behalf of their worldview.

This is an opportunity for the SBC to lead. If, however, the SBC fails to take the modest step of recommending that our churches plan for Christian education, then it is likely that future historians will look back on the Conservative Resurgence as having accomplished nothing more than slowing the advance of liberalism because we failed to combine our sound theology with sound practice. If we do not at least recommend planning to change our educational course, we are ceding our children and, in time, our churches and culture to the CBF, the Alliance of Baptists, and the secularists.

Some Final Questions

In 2005 the Resolutions Committee and the messengers at the Annual Meeting laid down a benchmark for evaluating our options for educating our children.  As you know, Resolution 1 urged parents to embrace their responsibility to educate their children by choosing a means of education that would ensure their children’s physical, moral, emotional, and spiritual well-being, with a goal of raising godly men and women who are thoroughly equipped to live as fully devoted followers of Christ. 

Does a public school system that refuses to recognize that all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge abide in Christ satisfy the criteria in Resolution 1? Is such a system for or against Christ? Is that system gathering with Christ or scattering abroad? Anyone with even an ordinary acquaintance with the facts can answer these questions. 

Some say that that the Baucham/Shortt resolution should not be reported out to the Annual Meeting because there is not yet a “consensus” on urging churches to create more schools or develop an “exit strategy”. I would point out that if “consensus” had been required before Baptists could debate and vote on controversial matters at Annual Meetings in the late 1970’s and the 1980’s, the Conservative Resurgence would never have happened. Moreover, Dr. Page is not alone in his concern for expanding Christian education in Southern Baptist churches. Dr. Mohler, Dr. Scarborough, T.C. Pinckney, and many other past and present leaders within the SBC now see that we must change.

There will always be excuses for avoiding what seems hard or inconvenient, but there is no business before the 2007 Annual Meeting that is as important and urgent as whether we should follow Dr. Page’s advice to provide more opportunities for a different educational future for our children. Our friends and critics are watching carefully to see whether the SBC truly embraces the whole counsel of God. We need to let our “Yes” be unequivocally “Yes.” Otherwise, they, and we, will have reason to ask “Whom do we fear?” 





God’s peace be with you, 

Dr. Bruce N. Shortt

Cc: Roger Moran

      Dr. Rick Scarborough

      Dr. Voddie Baucham

      Wiley Drake

       T.C. Pinckney

 
� There are many, many more passages that bear on the question of how Christian children are to be educated. Here are just a few: Proverbs 1:7 and 9:10; Hosea 4 and, especially, 4:6; Colossians 2:8; Romans 12:2; Psalm 1:1-2, and Psalm 144:1-2;


� Anyone interested in this last point should contact Terri S. Leo, who is one of the key conservative Christian leaders on the Texas State Board of Education.


� You can find Zan Tyler’s discussion of this at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.lifeway.com/lwc/article_main_page/0,1703,A%3D160512%26M%3D200131,00.html" ��http://www.lifeway.com/lwc/article_main_page/0,1703,A%3D160512%26M%3D200131,00.html� . While  statistics of this sort are unlikely to be exactly right, all evidence indicates that we are losing nearly an entire generation. To illustrate, if we assume that we are losing “only” 75% and that evangelicals have on average about 2 children per family, then it would require two Christian families to get one Christian into the next generation. In terms of the SBC, that would mean that if, contrary to Dr. Rainer’s research, we assume that 100% of the current membership of SBC churches is regenerate, then we would expect a regenerate membership of 4 million in the next generation and a regenerate membership of 1 million in the generation after that. The inevitable conclusion is that unless something is done, this generation will be seen as having presided over the liquidation of the church. This is not to say that our buildings might not continue to be full, but the evidence strongly suggests that the “Christianity” that would be found inside would not be Christianity at all. We are seeing signs of this already.


� This quote is taken from an article on the Islamic Thought Foundation’s website that discusses the spread Islam in Africa � HYPERLINK "http://www.e-resaneh.com/English/Religions/HOW%20ISLAM%20SPREAD%20INTO%20AFRICA.htm" ��http://www.e-resaneh.com/English/Religions/HOW%20ISLAM%20SPREAD%20INTO%20AFRICA.htm� .


� The article is here:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.angelfire.com/ny/dawahpage/tm.html" ��http://www.angelfire.com/ny/dawahpage/tm.html� 


� Shiekh Al Katani is the president of The Companions Lighthouse for the Science of Islamic Law in Libya, which is an institution specializing in graduating imams and Islamic preachers.


� The English translation of the interview is available here: � HYPERLINK "http://www.formermuslims.com/forum/viewtopic.php?t=972" ��http://www.formermuslims.com/forum/viewtopic.php?t=972�  


� Some have argued that median income data for the states in which the majority of Southern Baptists live show that providing Christian education is somehow financially impossible. Fortunately, those making this argument are mistaken about the relevant income levels. To illustrate, here are federal government estimates for 2006 of the median income for a family of four in some typical strong SBC states:  Tennessee - $55,401; Texas - $54,554; Kentucky – $53,198,; Arkansas - $48,353; Missouri - $64,128; North Carolina - $56,712; Mississippi -  $46,570; Oklahoma - $50,515; Louisiana - $50,529; Georgia - $62,294; South Carolina - $56,443; Virginia - $71,697; Florida - $58,605. Source: � HYPERLINK "http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/liheap/guidance/eligibility/im05-07.html" ��http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/liheap/guidance/eligibility/im05-07.html� There are several points to be made concerning these figures. First, they disproportionately represent income levels for husband and wife households with two children. The median income for all households is lower because those figures include, for example, single person households, the elderly who are not working, and single parent households with two or fewer children.  For reasons that I am sure do not need to be recited, the federal estimates of median income for four person households provide the most helpful information for understanding the financial position of most SBC families with children. It should also be borne in mind that these estimates do not disaggregate income levels by ethnicity or race. The federal government data for 2004 indicate that asian and white households have substantially higher levels of income than hispanic and black households. See � HYPERLINK "http://www.census.gov/prod/2005pubs/acs-01.pdf" ��http://www.census.gov/prod/2005pubs/acs-01.pdf�. Consequently, because SBC church membership is, at present, predominantly white, it is likely that the median incomes indicated above are below the median income levels for families of four who are members of SBC churches. Finally, it should be noted that states with high SBC church membership have favorable costs of living. In other words, a family of four with a household income of $55,000 in Texas, Missouri, or Tennessee will likely enjoy a comparable, if not higher, standard of living than a family of four living in New York with an income of $69,354 or living in Washington State with an income of $69,130. To illustrate, a family of four in Houston with an income of $55,000 will almost certainly have a better standard of living than a family of four living in any urban area of Washington State with an income of $70,000 or a family living in any urban area of New York with an income of $70,000 based on considerations of the cost of housing and taxes alone.  Information on how inexpensively any church can provide a complete, fully accredited, Christian academic program that has been proven to be highly effective should be coming to you under separate cover from ABEKA and Alpha & Omega. Needless to say, we have many buildings that are largely unused during weekdays and many adults, retired and otherwise, who might be willing to help, as a ministry, in a church’s Christian education effort. To the extent that families within our churches genuinely need financial assistance, the relatively low cost of using technology to provide a Christian alternative to public schools means that it would not be unduly burdensome to provide meaningful financial assistance. In addition to technologically based alternatives, some curriculum providers offer complete curriculum in a more traditional form supported by testing, record keeping, and grading services for under $500 per year. Any serious review of the facts would show that our problem is our priorities, not affordability.  The overall point, of course, is not to suggest that obedience ought to be predicated on such financial considerations, but rather to show that there is good reason to believe that even concerns about “practicality” are misplaced if we approach this challenge with intelligence and sound planning.


� See, for example, the steady stream of articles supporting continued institutionalization of children in government schools being published in � HYPERLINK "http://www.ethicsdaily.com" ��www.ethicsdaily.com�. 
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